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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CPRS, PE 

SUBJECT: IPC CASE-ESPINOZA AND ELEJALDE 

1. ON NOV. 20, FOURTH CRIMINAL COURT, WHICH IS TRYING 
SUBJECT DEFENDANTS IN ABSENTIA ON "MISSING PAGE 11" 

CASE, NAMED FRANCISCO LA ROSA SANCHEZ AND LIDIA VEGA 
AS COURT-APPOINTED LAWYERS TO DEFEND ESPINOZA AND 
ELEJALDE. COURT'S ACTION REMOVES JOSE MERINO REYNA 
AND AUGUSTO VARGAS PRADA WHO HAVE ACTED AS COUNSEL 
RESPECTIVELY FOR ESPINOZA AND ELEJALDE SINCE 1968. 

2. RULING RESULTED FROM TECHNICAL MOTION FILED BY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO POINTED TO FACT THAT LAW REQUIRES 
ABSENTEE DEFENDANTS BE REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL 
APPOINTED BY LIMA SUPERIOR COURT DURING PRESENT 
JUDICIAL YEAR. 

3. HOWEVER, LAWYERS MERINO AND VARGAS PRADA HAVE 
APPEALED RULING WHICH NOW MUST BE REVIEWED BY PENAL 
CHAMBER OF SUPREME COURT. 
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4. COMMENT: IN LIGHT OF RECENT PRESSURES BROUGHT 
BY GOVERNMENT (THROUGH NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUSTICE) 

ON SUPREME COURT, THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT IN LEGAL 
COMMUNITY THAT FOURTH CRIMINAL COURT'S RULING WILL 
BE SUSTAINED. 

BELCHER 
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